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of the samples submitted to us, with results closely agreeing
with the manufacturers’ statements.

It is hardly necessary to point out the great advantages
which such standardised preparations must needs possess
over ordinary opium preparations. Genuine opium varies
vastly in the amount of morphia it contains, and hence
equal weights of two different samples may produce widely
different results, whilst the action of such preparations as
those under notice will be found to be uniform and trust-

worthy. The example set might with great advantage be
imitated in a variety of other extracts and tinctures.

LIQUOR OPII.

(JOHN LEE, 9, KIMBERLEY-TERRACE, GREAT YARMOUTH.)
Mr. Lee claims for his preparation that it will keep bright

and free from sediment for any length of time, and we can
affirm that the specimen sent to us was perfectly transparent
and clear. It is stated to contain an ounce and a half of

opium to twenty fluid ounces of solvent.
BILIN MINERAL WATER.

(L. EPSTEIN, 27, KING-STREET, CHEAPSJDE.)
This water closely resembles in its general characters the

various mineral springs of Vichy-that is to say, it is rich
in bicarbonate of soda (of which, according to an analysis
made by Dr. Hassall and Mr. Hehner, it contains no less
than 333’8 parts per 100,000), in sulphate of soda, and in
free carbonic acid gas. It possesses a very pleasant taste,
and ought to be of service in all cases in which Vichy water
is employed, and in the correction of acidity of the stomach,
gout, &c.
The residue obtained on evaporating the water, and con-

taining all the mineral constituents of the same, is, with
the addition of sugar, made into pastilles, of which samples
have also been submitted to us. Their action is of course
in general identical with that of the water.

WILHELMS QUELLE MINERAL WATER.

(7, BILLITER-SQUARE, LONDON.)
Chloride of sodium is the principal saline constituent of

this water. It is very highly charged with carbonic acid
gas, and possesses a very agreeable, cooling taste. We
should think that the water of the Wilhelms Quelle will
rank high as a table water pure and simple, in contradistinc-
tion to such waters possessing, as the Bilin Water, antacid
or other medicinal properties.

FARINACEOUS FOOD FOR INFANTS.

(MESSRS. J. R. NEAVE AND Co., FORDINGBRIDGE.)
This food has been before the public for a great many

years, notwithstanding the number of rivals with which it
has had to contend, a fact in itself testifying much in its
favour. It is very carefully prepared, and highly nutritious,
which latter cannot be said of some of the articles sold as
food for infants.

ETHYLATE OF SODIUM.

(MESSRS. J. ROBBINS & CO., OXFORD-STREET.)
This rather elegant preparation, devised by Dr. Richard-

son, possesses highly caustic properties, and will, no doubt,
be found valuable in many cases for the removal of naevi
and other vascular growths. The stopper of the bottle con-
taining it is elongated to a point, so as to allow of the more
accurate application of the caustic to the part affected.

ABSORBENT COTTON-WOOL.

(MESSRS. W. G. & J. STRUTT, BELPER, DERBYSHIRE.)
This wool has been treated so as to remove every trace of

greasy or fatty matter. The consequence of this is that it
has become highly absorbent. A piece of ordinary wool
placed on the surface of water floats, and scarcely becomes
wetted at all, whereas this wool rapidly absorbs the water
and sinks to the bottom. It is, therefore, especially adapted
for the use of the surgeon and dentist.

LUNACY STATISTICS.

LUNACY statistics, in common with most other branches
of our national statistics, are bereft of much of their value
by the want of uniformity between the figures published in
the three divisions of the united kingdom. The statistics
contained in the reports of the English Commissioners, not-
withstanding vast improvement in recent years, are still
deficient in many important respects-notably in informa-
tion as to the ages of the insane population, and of the
insane decedents. The Scotch reports are still more deficient
in the statistical information requisite for studying the
different aspects of lunacy; and when we come to consider
critically the statistics of the Irish lunacy reports, it is
evident that their shortcomings are still more marked
than are those of the English and Scotch reports. Among
the more important points which the statistics in lunacy
reports should help to elucidate, may be especially men-
tioned : the proportion of lunacy to population, generally
and locally; the increase or decrease of lunacy; the
mortality among the insane; and the proportion of re-

coveries or cures. If we turn to the last lunacy report for
Ireland, relating to the year 1878, we can only express sur-
prise and disappointment at the meagre and unsatis-
factory information it furnishes on any of these points.
With regard to the proportional amount of lunacy in
Ireland, we are told that " we may fairly assume that
the principle of averages holds good in mental affections
as existing in the United Kingdom in general; certainly
so in the population of this country, which average
may be set down at the rate of 3 insane to about 1200 sane."
This vague and loose generalisation is all that we get on
this point, and this loses what little value it might possess,
from the fact that the Irish report takes no account of
those insane persons who, not being inmates of asylums or of
workhouses, live at home with relatives and others. Thus
it is impossible to derive from the Irish report any infor-
mation as to the real proportion of the insane to the total
population in Ireland, which proportion is available for
England and Wales. This defect of the Irish statistics, to-
gether with the omission of any table of results for years
prior to 1878, makes it impossible to form any satisfactory
conclusion as to the increase or decrease of lunacy in
Ireland. There is scarcely an allusion to this interesting
subject in the report except an assertion that " the in-
ference may be naturally drawn that idiocy is on the
decline in Ireland, because the idiotic element bears a larger
proportion to the population aged over thirty years, than
it does under fifteen years of age, or between fifteen
and thirty years." Such an assertion is amusing from
its simplicity, but it is not worth serious consideration. With
regard to the mortality among the insane in asylums in
Ireland, it is asserted that " it is lower than in like institu-
tions elsewhere by nearly 1 per cent." During 1878, we are
told, however, that the rate of mortality in the Irish asylums
was equal to 77’5 per 1000 under treatment. If we calculate
it, however, upon the average number resident, a far more
trustworthy method, it was equal to 98’5per 1000, which
scarcely differs from the rate in the English asylums calcu-
lated in a similar manner. There is one noticeable feature
in the mortality statistics of the Irish asvlums ; this is the
fact that the mortality in 1878 was higher among the female
than among the male inmates of asylums (102’2 and 95’3 per
1000 respectively), whereas in the English asylums an

opposite result obtains. As no figures for preceding years
are given, it is impossible to ascertain whether the Irish
mortality statistics for 1878 were exceptional ; if not, they
require explanation. The figures given in the Irish report
show that the proportion of recoveries, whether to admis-
sions or to the numbers resident, comhares very favourably
with the proportions prevailing in England. But on this,
as on other points, the results for a single year are of little
value for comparative purposes. It is much to be regretted
that some degree of uniformity in the statistical tables can-
not be secured in the lunacy reports for the three divisions
of the United Kingdom. Without this uniformity, useful
comparison is impossible, although both desirable and im-
portant for ascertaining the effect of somewhat different
systems. Apart from this defect, however, the arrangement
of statistics in the Irish report is singularly bad, and many
of the conclusions drawn therefrom in the report are
objectionably vague and unsound.


